
	 1-3 MONTHS		  Paper

	 3 -12 MONTHS 	 Dog Poop

	 2 YE ARS		  Orange or Banana Peel

	 5 YE ARS	 Plastic-Coated Paper

	 10 -12 YE ARS		  Cigarette Butt

	 10 -5 0 YE ARS	 Plastic Bag

	 3 0 -4 0 YE ARS		  Nylon Fabric or Tie

	 5 0 YE ARS	 Tin Can

	 10 0 YE ARS		  Plastic Six-Pack Holder

	 10 0 YE ARS	 Battery

	 2 0 0 YE ARS		  Aluminum Can

	 2 5 0 -5 0 0 YE ARS 	 Disposable Diaper

	 1 MILLION YEARS 		  Glass

	 INDEFINITELY	 Plastic Bottle

	 INDEFINITELY		  Styrofoam

Pack it in. Pack  
it out, please! 

The decomposition rates listed 
are based on averages. Climate 
and altitude can lengthen or 
shorten these times significantly; 
the higher and drier it is, the 
longer it takes to disappear!  

Thank you for doing your part 
to care for the land and our 
community by leaving behind  
only footprints. Our open spaces 
and trails are nature’s gifts to 
enjoy for many generations  
to come when they are kept 
healthy and beautiful. 

Learn more at  
santafecountynm.gov/ 
public_works/sustainability       

How long does it take to disappear?


